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With generous support from the Alex C. Walker Foundation, the Brookings Center on Regulation and Markets (CRM) convened a full-day workshop in June 2025 on how the U.S. could implement a foreign pollution tariff. The event brought together a bipartisan group of experts, policymakers, and stakeholders to examine how U.S. trade policy can better account for differing environmental standards across countries. Participants explored the feasibility of a foreign pollution tariff as a tool to reward cleaner U.S. manufacturers and encourage higher environmental performance abroad, while considering the broader economic, legislative, administrative, technical, and geopolitical dimensions of such a policy. Discussions also emphasized the alignment of climate objectives with national security goals amid intensifying geopolitical competition with China.



